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Wiki defines a neighborhood as “a geographically localized community, 
often a social community with considerable face to face interaction among 
members.”  There are a few things that makes Moon Valley unique, like our 
annual traditions, especially around the Christmas holidays (home light 
decorating contests and Christmas eve wall-to-wall luminaries), and 
neighborhood activities like our GAIN events, various block watches, 5K run 
and more.  Most Phoenix neighborhoods are governed by an HOA, but not 
Moon Valley, which has a neighborhood association led by a Board of 
neighborhood volunteers.  
 
I moved to Moon Valley 10 years ago because my wife grew up here and had fond memories of this 
unique community within North Phoenix.  It’s unique in its look and feel (more Mid-Western than 
Arizona desert), with mature trees and semi-custom designed homes, built around the core which is 
the Moon Valley Country Club, and surrounded by mountains south and west.  On any given day you 
see people jogging, bike riding, dog walking or just out and about. It’s a great place to live and raise a 
family.  
 
The key to a successful community is resident involvement.  There are lots of ways to be involved in 
our community and I will use this column to explore a few. In Moon Valley, one critical way to be 
involved is to pay the annual MVNA dues ($25). Your $25 membership payment helps us to deliver: 
a quarterly MVNA newsletter, weekly updates on community events via the MVNA website, email, 
Facebook and Nextdoor online services; candles and bags for our Christmas Eve luminary display; 
home holiday decorating contest and awards; our annual GAIN event, and so much more.  
 
MVNA also offers a cooperative security service that uses resident annual security dues ($90) to fund 
security patrol and vacation home checks for our neighborhood.  The more funds we collect, the more 
patrol hours can be provided, and this is all the more important right now as we begin to enter the 
final phase of the year and planning security patrols over the upcoming holidays.  These patrols are not 
a substitute for police but a supplement to them, in many cases able to respond faster and address 
issues quickly. 

 
Your annual MVNA contributions do matter!  
($25 dues + $90 Security = $115 for the year).  
 
You can service our community by volunteering on a 
neighborhood events committee for the MVNA. In 
addition to direct MVNA involvement, you can volunteer 
at local charities, shelters, church, or even City 
commissions. Hopefully residents take the time to review 
issues, candidates for office and proposed ballot 
initiatives and use their right to vote – either via an early 
voting mail-in ballot or by going to the voting booth.  
 
Bottom line – to keep Moon Valley a great community 
requires all of us to participate. Visit our website, http://
moonvalleyna.org to download the form and send us a 
check or money order.  We are working on an on-line 
payment option next year – more details to come soon. 

Moon Valley - Neighbors helping Neighbors 

Moon Valley Community—It’s ALL of Us! 
Bret Aldieri 

Bret.Aldieri@moonvalley.org 

http://moonvalleyna.org/
http://moonvalleyna.org/
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Joshua Matthews 
Joshua.Matthews@moonvalley.org 

For years, the Moon Valley Neighborhood Association has relied on your contributions to help us  
provide and support community events and improve our neighborhood. However, due to our nature 
as a volunteer organization and our limited technical abilities, we have been doing things the old-
fashioned way. That meant hand-filling out membership forms and sending checks in the mail. Not 
only have we heard from our neighborhood that there is a strong desire for an electronic payment 
method, we also have been struggling with the amount of time, effort, and cost that goes into 
managing this payment system. 
 
Hopefully, these issues will soon be a thing of the past. We have begun working with an HOA 
management company to update our website, improve our database management, and, most 
importantly, implement a mobile payment system for dues. It is our goal to roll this out by the 
beginning of 2019, which should allow everyone to start paying their dues electronically (credit card, 
PayPal, etc.). We should also have a vastly improved website where you can update your own 
information, pay dues, manage email preferences, and much more!  
 
We will keep you updated over the next few months as we progress through this process. We plan to 
unveil the new system at our annual meeting in January 2019. Please stay tuned as we look forward 
to better serving you and strengthening the MVNA!  

Our next Moon Valley community-wide garage sale will 
take place: 

Saturday, November 3, 2018, beginning at 7 a.m. 
Sunday, November 4, 2018, beginning at 7 a.m. 

“Lighten your load”, mingle with your neighbors and 
take advantage of some great bargains! 
 
And if you still have “stuff” after the garage sale is over, 
then consider donating or offering your left-overs 
through organizations such as: 
1. Salvation Army (you can schedule online and they 

will pick up) 
2. Thrift shops 
3. Goodwill 
4. Freecycle (www.freecycle.org) 

Moon Valley—Neighborhood Garage Sale Beverly Arnold 
Beverly.Arnold@moonvalley.org 
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Joe Salcido 
Joe.Salcido@moonvalley.org 

Two Starbucks drinks, one fast food meal or the opportunity 
to live in a community where you feel safe and you get to 
enjoy the festive community spirit during the holidays—which 
would you rather have? For $115 annually or $9.58 a month, 
yes per month, you can help contribute to the community that 
you live in and be a part of something special.  

Where does my $9.58 a month go, you might ask? Among 
other things, it helps to pay for the maintenance of our 
community entrances, the quarterly newsletter that you are 
reading, signage and flyers for the 12 homes of Christmas 
awards and the luminarias that are distributed to each and 
every home in our community to light up the night on 
Christmas Eve. Last year was my family’s first year living in 
Moon Valley and it was truly amazing to see the luminarias glowing alongside the beautiful homes 
that were decorated to celebrate the holiday season.  

Just as importantly, your contribution helps to pay for our Community Action Security (CAS) service 
to patrol our neighborhood. The more people who decide to pay for security, the more hours and 
days we are able to hire the patrol to keep us, our families and our belongings safe.  

As a result of your contributions in 2017, MVNA was able to hire 24/7 security for nearly the entire 
month of December. In 2018, CAS has supported over 700 vacation watches, responded to over 10 
suspicious vehicles/persons and notified homeowners of more than 40 open garage doors. What 
can’t be quantified is the number of thieves that have avoided the area simply due to the presence 
of CAS. How awesome would it be to have CAS patrol our neighborhood 365 days a year?  

If you have not had an opportunity to pay your MVNA security and dues this year, there will be a 
mailer going out shortly after this article is published. Please consider contributing to help continue 
making Moon Valley the best place to live in the Valley of the Sun.  

Moon Valley Country Club  
Partners with Perfect Circle Golf! 

We love golf! But we also know it can be a frustrating endeavor, whether you are new to the game or have been playing 
for a lifetime.  

Moon Valley Country Club is proud to offer new programs designed by its new Director of Instruction, PGA Professional 
and long time Moon Valley resident Blake Isakson, with one goal in mind: to help you achieve your golfing goals. 
Whether you want to break 80 or 100, or you just want to break fewer clubs this season, we can design a plan to help 
you play your best golf. 

Golf is one of the few activities that can bring the entire family together outside in the fresh air, away from smart phones 
and video games for a few hours, and everyone can play at their own level. We offer programs for all aspects of the 
game and every member of the family: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are excited to be a part of the Moon Valley family! Please visit PerfectCircleGolf.com or call (480) 630-7300 or email 
tara@perfectcirclegolf.com and let us know how we can help make golf a part of your family’s active lifestyle.  

The Perfect Circle Golf Team 

☼ Family Golf ☼ Tournament Golf 

☼ Couples Golf ☼ Private & Semi-Private Lessons 

☼ Women’s Golf ☼ Club Fittings 

☼ Junior Golf ☼ Group Clinics & Outings 

mailto:tara@perfectcirclegolf.com
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Beverly Arnold 
Beverly.Arnold@moonvalley.org 

For kids, Halloween and 
trick-or-treating is all 
about having fun and 
collecting goodies in the 
dark. However for some 
kids, it may not be as 
easy since many are 
impacted by food 
allergies which puts 
them at risk with their 
goodie-bag collection. 
 

This is where the Teal Pumpkin Project comes in. The Teal Pumpkin Project brings focus to the 
issue of trick-or-treating and food-sensitive kids, keeping Halloween a fun and positive experience 
for all. Participating is simple! You can do either or both of these things: 
 

 Paint a pumpkin, any pumpkin, a teal color and place it on your porch or somewhere very 
visible for the trick-or-treaters (and parents). 

 Place a sign near your door like the one here, indicating your participation. You can get this 
sign and others, including yard signs, by going to this web address (be sure to scroll down):  

 https://www.foodallergy.org/education-awareness/teal-pumpkin-project/free-resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As a member of the community, you can help this cause by considering to offer alternatives to 
food treats. Here are examples of alternative items for trick-or-treaters: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One thing to note is that you can still distribute candy to those kids not affected by food 
sensitivities, however just make sure that you keep the candy totally separate from other 
giveaways and ask the parent (preferably) or the child if they have food allergies before offering 
candy. 
 
To find out more about the Teal Pumpkin Project, please go to:  www.tealpumpkinproject.org  

Crayons Bubbles Mini-Slinkies 

Coloring Books Bouncy Balls Finger Puppets 

Playing Cards Stickers Stencils 

Glow Sticks Bracelets Noise-makers 

https://www.foodallergy.org/education-awareness/teal-pumpkin-project/free-resources
http://www.tealpumpkinproject.org
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Pumpkin carving is fun and festive for the whole family, but please be very careful so that you can avoid a 
trip to the emergency room.  

According to Consumer Reports, most accidents occur from stab wounds to the fingers and palms. There are 
frequent events involving the index finger, causing tendons, nerves and arteries to become damaged. 
Carving pumpkins can be especially tricky because they can be both slippery and tough. For example, if your 
knife sticks in the rind, then abruptly releases as you tug it out, you may accidentally slice your supporting 
hand. You can also cut yourself if the knife handle becomes slick with pumpkin pulp, and your hand slides 
down the blade. 

Here are five pumpkin carving safety tips that can help keep you and those participating safe:  

1. Use the Right Tools:   

Instead of the knives in your kitchen, use the specialty tools in a pumpkin-carving kit—readily found 
online and in convenience stores and designed for pumpkin carving safety. These tools can saw through 
rinds, poke holes, and scoop out innards without being razor-sharp. The instruments are also generally 
small, which makes them easier to control than most knives and easier to use when making intricate 
cuts. 

2. Carve Your Pumpkin With Its Top On: 

By keeping the top on the pumpkin, you won’t be tempted to put your hand inside, possibly cutting 
yourself. It is also recommended to hold the top of the pumpkin to stabilize it and then cutting with the 
knife’s blade pointing down. Even better, instead of removing the top of the pumpkin to scoop out the 
insides, cut a hole in the bottom. If you're using a candle inside your pumpkin, you can then place the 
carved pumpkin on top of the lit candle, rather than awkwardly reaching inside the pumpkin to light the 
candle.  

3. Keep Things Clean, Dry, and Bright 

For pumpkin carving safety, work in a clean, dry, and well-lit area, keep your hands and tools clean and 
dry, and take your time. 

4. Don’t Let Kids Carve 

Children 14 and younger should not do the actual carving, says Consumer Reports. Instead, for pumpkin 
carving safety, have them draw the pattern with a marker and clean out the pulp and seeds with their 
hands or a spoon—but make sure an adult does the actual cutting. It’s important to supervise older 
teens, too. Adolescents often become patients because parents think they’re responsible enough to be 
left on their own to carve pumpkins. 

5. Know First Aid 

If you or a family member gets cut while carving a pumpkin, apply direct pressure to the injury using a 
clean, dry cloth. If bleeding doesn't stop in 15 minutes, get to an emergency room or urgent-care clinic. 

Beverly Arnold 
Beverly.Arnold@moonvalley.org 
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Keep Pets Safe on Thanksgiving Beverly Arnold 
Beverly.Arnold@moonvalley.org 
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Felicity Barrett 
Felicity.Barrett@moonvalley.org 

Come on ring those bells, light the Christmas tree… well maybe not just yet but did you know that 
many Moon Valley residents begin planning their Christmas light display in June?   

It seems hard to think about Christmas when the temperature is over 100 but we certainly know 
how to put on a show in Moon Valley.  Every year on the 2nd Friday of December, a group of 
MVNA neighbors board the bus for the long but fun night of judging.  Last year we toured over 50 
homes in four hours.  The following day, members of the Moon Valley Neighborhood Association 
gathered to tally the votes, deliver signs and of course create the popular map.  Last year (2017) 
was the first year that we were able to have a digital version of the map (huge shout-out to Drew 
Hutchinson!) and it had close to 2,000 downloads.  It is amazing how many people look forward to 
visiting our neighborhood and feeling our Christmas Spirit.   

The awards are pretty simple.  There are six specialty awards for houses that fall into a certain 
theme, like “Jingle Bell Rock” for a house that is decorated to music, or “White Christmas” to the 
house that has the best use of all white lights.  There are full descriptions available on the 
registration documents.  In addition to the specialty awards, we also have the traditional 12 homes 
of Christmas.  These awards are given for any house deserving of a decorating award.  We also 
have 12 special awards for houses that have consistently won an award for four or more years. 

This year entry forms are due on Wednesday December 5th and can be mailed or emailed.  If you 
are interested in judging (adults only) you can sign up by emailing felicity.barrett@moonvalley.org.  
Judging spots are first come and do fill up fast, and we do require a food donation for the Food 
for Lights campaign (which also takes place during the holiday season) when you board the bus.   

We are excited to continue our tradition of great lights and spreading the Moon Valley Christmas 
spirit! 

Please refer to the following 2 pages for more details and information. 

Moon Valley Holiday Lights Contest 

mailto:felicity.barrett@moonvalley.org
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Christmas Light Decorating Contest 
 

Homeowners must register or be “nominated” to ensure we do not miss anyone! 
All entries must be received by 3:00 PM, December 2nd. 

Judging will take place the evening of Friday, December 8th. 
Have your lights on as soon as it’s dark! 

 
• SPIRIT OF MOON VALLEY  

This award recognizes the Moon Valley resident who encapsulate and display the Christmas spirit in the 
form or hospitality and neighborly celebration.  Creating an atmosphere that everyone is invited.  
(Please note that the festivities that are happening behind closed doors are examples of the opposite of 
what this award is trying to do) 
 

• WHITE CHRISTMAS  
This award recognizes the most compelling monochromatic holiday displace using all white lighting. 
Candidate homes will be judged on their effective use of white lighting to embrace the holiday spirit 
and highlight the architectural and or the landscaping features of the candidate home. 

 
• THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS  

This award recognizes the best use of incorporating a child related theme into the Christmas display.  
Homes will be judged on creativity, originally, unique design, creative use of lights and decorations.   

 
• SANTA’S HELPER  

This award recognizes the outreach of the home owner to encourage interaction from spectators as 
part of their decorations. Examples of such activity might include: Ringing doorbell for candy canes, 
being out front conversing with onlookers, having Santa, Elves or other live Christmas characters. As 
always your Christmas display has to be worthy.   

 
• IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 

This award recognizes the most “traditional” Christmas display. Judges will be using the following 
guidelines: Use of traditional holiday décor items such as wreaths, bows, holly, candles, subtle lighting, 
outdoor Christmas trees, flock, poinsettias, etc.  No blowup figured are considered traditional. To help 
visualize this category, think about images from Miracle of 34th Street. 

 
• JINGLE BELL ROCK  

This award recognizes the best use of multi-media combination of Christmas light display with music. 
Candidate homes will be judged on the equality and design of the display as it is used in the 
choreography with the music.  Overall design, variety of lights, use of color and choice of music are the 
major factors used in the judging. 

 
• 12 HOMES OF CHRISTMAS (any house deserving of a decorating award) 
 
 
• Spirt Award (any house that has won for 4 or more years in a row is eligible for a spirit award) 
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Laura Moore 
Laura.Moore@moonvalley.org 

Moon Valley home sales were up a staggering 175% 
this July compared to a year ago. There were 11 
homes sold ranging from $250,000-$749,999. July 
2017 saw a mere 4 homes sold between $300,000 to 
$499,999.  The total number of homes sold in Moon 
Valley in 2018 has increased 9.8% year to date (YTD) 
over 2017 to 67 homes. 
 
The housing supply (number of homes on the 
market) is lower this year compared to 2017. Last 
year there were 33 active listings and this year there 
are 26 active listings ranging from $250,000 to 
$999,999. Six new listings came on the market this 
July compared to 12 in July 2017. 
 
Active listings in Coral Gable Estates are unchanged 
in July compared to 2017 at 8 homes priced 
$750,000 to $2,999,999. A new listing on the East 
Ridge came on the market this July at $1,725,000 
and was under contract within two weeks.  
 

New listings and home sales in the luxury market (homes with a sales price of $750,000+ is slowly gaining momentum 
however, the mid-range market (homes priced $300-$500,000) have seen a majority of the sales activity. These sales 
numbers would most likely be higher if it wasn’t for the low inventory of homes for sale in this price range. Buyers are 
starting to realize the value that Moon Valley has to offer with mature custom homes in a great valley location and 
excellent schools. Those that are able to upgrade from that range to the $750,000+ are able to get both ends of a 
sweet deal—buy low, sell high! For more information please reach out to Laura Moore.   
 
MOON VALLEY MARKET TRENDS (YTD Ending July)  

Hold the date!!!  The next Moon Valley 

Neighborhood Association annual meeting 

will take place January 9, 2019. 
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Placement Begins On               November 3, 2018 

Collection Begins Week Of    November 12, 2018 

 

Moon Valley is in Pickup Zone 12 
 

ONE WEEK RULE 
City ordinance allows only nine days prior to 
the schedule collection week to place bulk 
trash out for collection. It is a violation of city 
ordinance to place trash out before the listed 
“Placement Begins On” date. 
 
Questions? Try: www.phoenix.gov 

Bulk Trash 

Police, Fire, Medical Emergency 911  Black Mountain Precinct 602-495-5002 

Accident Cleanup 602-262-6441  Traffic Signal Problems 602-262-6021 

Community Action Security 602-697-7492  Water Safety Hotline 602-495-5555 

Traffic Complaint Hotline 602-534-SPEED  Leaks, hydrants & water mains...  602-261-8000 

Crime Stop (Police)* 602-262-6151  Power Outages  

Gas Leaks - SW Gas 602-271-4277   APS 602-371-7171 

Information (City Switchboard)  602-262-6011   SRP 602-236-8811 

Police (General Information) 602-262-7626  Black Mountain Community  

Poison Control (Banner) 602-253-3334   Commander Tom Van Dorn 602-495-5002 

Poison Control National Hotline 800-222-1222   Sgt. Scott Cain 602-495-5112 

Sewers (septic) Clogged   Community Action Officers  

     Weekdays 6:00am-4:30pm 602-262-6691  Ofc. Thomas Owsley 602-495-5192 

     Nights, Weekends, Holidays 602-261-8000  Ofc. Andrew Miller 602-495-5227 

Sewers (storm) Clogged 602-262-6441  Pet Patrol               PetPatrol@MoonValleyNA.org  

Emergency Numbers 

• More than 20 cubic yards per residence, or a pile the size of a SUV.  
• Loose debris and litter. Please sweep or rake after collection if necessary.  
• Loose grass, leaves, weeds, twigs and hedge clippings. These items must be 

bagged or boxed and securely tied to be collected.  
• Household hazardous waste (HHW), such as antifreeze, pool chemicals, oil, bat-

teries and paint.  
• Materials such as bricks, concrete, dirt, rocks, asphalt and roofing shingles/tiles.  
• Construction materials in excess of 25 lbs. or over four feet long generated by a 

residence. 

• Any construction material generated by a contractor. 
• Metal or car parts in excess of 20 lbs. or over four feet long. 
• Any type or size of tire. 
• Glass such as windows, shower doors, patio doors, mirrors, fluorescent tubes, etc. 
• Appliances that use refrigerants such as freezers, refrigerators, and air condition-

ers. 
• Community piles.  
 

Disclaimer 
All goods, services and information provided by Moon Valley Neighborhood, LLC are done in good faith. Your interactions with organizations and/or individuals found in our newslet-
ter, including payment and delivery of goods or services, and any other terms, conditions, warranties or representations associated with such dealings, are solely between you and 
such organizations and/or individuals. In no event shall Moon Valley Neighborhood Association, LLC be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, punitive, or consequential damages or 
any kind whatsoever with respect to the service, in information and the products. 

BULK TRASH CREWS DO NOT PICK UP... 

 


